
 

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
(PUC) has initiated a significant proceeding 
known as the "Future of Gas" docket (Docket 
No. 21-565) to explore the state's transition 
away from fossil gas and towards cleaner ener-
gy sources. This initiative is part of Minnesota's 
broader strategy to achieve net-zero green-
house gas emissions by 2050, as outlined in 
the state's Climate Action Framework.  

 
Background and Objectives 
The "Future of Gas" docket was established fol-
lowing the passage of the Natural Gas Innova-
tion Act (NGIA) in 2021. The NGIA provides a 
framework for natural gas utilities to propose 
innovative plans aimed at reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. Under this act, utilities like Cen-
terPoint Energy and Xcel Energy have submit-
ted plans involving pilot projects such as hydro-
gen blending, carbon capture, and strategic 
electrification. 
 
The PUC's "Future of Gas" docket specifically 
seeks to evaluate necessary policy and regula-
tory changes to align the natural gas utility sec-

tor with the state's climate goals. This includes 
assessing the feasibility of transitioning to alter-
native energy sources and implementing ener-
gy efficiency measures.  One of the topics un-
der discussion is regarding what actions the 
PUC should take to modify existing gas line ex-
tension policies for rate-regulated utilities. 
 
Line extension policies encompass a utility’s 
construction of gas mains, service lines and 
meters to serve a new customer.  It enables 
gas systems to grow. 
 
Public Participation 
The PUC encourages public involvement in the 
"Future of Gas" docket. Minnesotans can sub-
mit comments, attend public meetings, and par-
ticipate in discussions to shape the state's ener-
gy future.  
 
If you would like more information, please con-

tact Annette at ahenkel@blueflame.org. 
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A Day on the Greens: Minnesota Blue Flame Golf Event 
Brings Industry Together 
The Minnesota Blue Flame Gas Association’s annu-
al Golf Event once again proved to be a memorable 
day of networking and camaraderie— all under the 
June 5

th
 summer sun. Held at Cannon Golf Course 

in Cannon Falls, the event drew a strong turnout of 
natural gas professionals, partners, and supporters 
from across the state. 
 
Designed as both a fundraising initiative and a net-
working opportunity, the Blue Flame Golf Event re-
flects the association’s ongoing mission: promoting 
safe, efficient, and expanded use of gas energy in 
Minnesota. It also celebrates the partnerships that 
drive the industry forward. 
 
An Energized Gathering of Industry Leaders 
The day began with a warm welcome from the Blue 
Flame Board Chair Greg Olson, followed by a shot-
gun start that sent teams of four out across the 
beautifully maintained course. Players competed in 
a best-ball format, keeping the atmosphere fun and 
inclusive, regardless of skill level.  
 

Throughout the day, various holes featured spon-
sored contests such as longest drive, closest to the 
pin, and putting challenges. 
 
More Than Just a Game 
While golf was the headline event, the real value 
was in the conversations and connections forged on 
the fairways and greens.   It was an ideal setting to 
discuss industry challenges, share insights, and 
strengthen working relationships — all in a relaxed, 
outdoor setting. 
 
A dinner and awards banquet wrapped up the day, 
complete with prize drawings and a brief program 
recognizing sponsors and key supporters.  
 
Whether you were teeing off, sponsoring a hole, or 
simply cheering on your team, the 2025 Blue Flame 
Golf Event was a successful event— and to many 
more rounds ahead. 
 
Visit our website at blueflame.org for a gallery of 
photos from the event. 
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Let us know... 
 

If you have something to submit or an address 
change. 

 

If you would like to submit information to be considered 
for the next member newsletter or have an address 
change, contact Annette at ahenkel@blueflame.org 

Upcoming Events 

 
Thursday, Aug. 21 - Labor Day, Monday Sept. 1, 2025 
Blue Flame Lodge at the MN State Fair 
 
Tuesday, September 9, 2025 
Blue Fame Fishing Event — Mille Lacs Lake 
 
Wednesday, October 22, 2025 
Blue Flame Conference — Surly Brewing Co. 

Blue Flame Board  
of Directors 

 

Todd Berreman ............... CenterPoint Energy 

Patrick Berger .................. Xcel Energy 

Tom Danley ..................... Harris Company 

Rob Gleason, Sec.-Treas.. Austin Utilities 

Jim Hoch .......................... Standby Systems, Inc. 

Joe Mozeika ..................... Mulcahy Company 

Greg Olson, President ..... Auer Steel and Heating Supply 

Megan Stock .................... MDU/Great Plains Natural Gas 

Eric Todd .......................... Encore Energy Services 

Shawn Walls, Vice Pres…. MN Energy Resources Corp. 

Annette Henkel, Ex. Dir. .. MN Blue Flame Gas Assn. 
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Greg Olson 

Business Development Manager 

865 Xenium Lane N 

Plymouth, MN  55441 

Direct: (763) 450-9215 Cell: (612) 508-3173 

greg.olson@auersteel.com 

auersteel.com 

  

7145 Boone Ave N, 200B 

Brooklyn Park, MN  55428 

P: 763.473.4640 

E: bhauck@rmcotton.com 

W: www.rmcotton.com 

 

2685-145th St W 

Rosemount, MN 55068 

P: 651.322.8912E: 

shawn.walls@minnesotaenergyresources.com 

W: www.minnesotaenergyresources.com 
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