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DOE finalizes efficiency standards for pool pumps and
commercial water heaters, proposes boiler rules

The three efficiency rules could save consumers more than $1 billion in utility bills every

year, the agency said.

Dive Brief:

> The U.S Department of Energy on Friday final-
ized new energy efficiency standards for com-
mercial water heaters and dedicated pool-pump
motors, and proposed new standards for resi-
dential boilers.

2 The combined trio of efficiency rules could save
consumers more than $1 billion in utility bills
every year, DOE said.

Dive Insight:

The Biden administration has rolled out several ef-
ficiency actions in the last six months, includ-

ing proposed rules for washing ma-

chines, refrigerators and residential water heaters,
and a final rule covering electric motors.

In total, DOE said it has issued proposed or final
efficiency standards for 21 product categories so far
this year. “This Administration remains laser-
focused on promoting innovation that saves Ameri-
cans money,” Secretary of Energy Jennifer
Granholm said in a statement. “We’ll continue to
work with our industry partners to improve con-
sumers’ options and increase the reliability and per-
formance of household appliances and critical com-
mercial and industrial products.”

The final rule for commercial water heaters will
save domestic businesses approximately $149 mil-
lion annually on energy costs, DOE estimates, while
the final pool-pump and proposed standards for
residential boilers will save consumers about $926
million per year on their utility bills.
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The efficiency standards for commercial water heat-
ers were last updated in 2003, DOE noted. The new
rules adopt a performance standard “that will re-
quire condensing technology for new models start-
ing in 2026,” the agency said. Over 30 years, the
rule is expected to result in energy savings of 5.6%
relative to products currently on the market.

For pool-pump motors, DOE said once compliance

is required “in the next 2 to 4 years” consumers will
save nearly $14 billion on their utility bills over the

following three decades.

The proposed rules for consumer boilers would re-
duce energy costs by $188 million annually, DOE
said.The most common gas-fired hot water boilers
would essentially be required to meet the new
standards with modern condensing technology. The
agency wants the new rules to come into effect in
2029 and estimates consumers will save $3.1 billion
in utility bills over 30 years.
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DOE Announces Natural Gas is 3.3 Times More Affordable

Than Electricity

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) announced
that natural gas is 3.3 times more affordable than
electricity and significantly more affordable than
several other residential energy sources for the same
amount of energy delivered. The 2023 Representa-
tive Average Unit Costs of Five Residential Energy
Sources?says:

“America’s natural gas is critical to
American and global energy securi-
ty,” said American Gas Association
(AGA) President and CEO Karen
Harbert. “DOE’s analysis confirms

Natural Gas

the very clear and substantial cost-  Propane
advantage of natural gas. Our na-

tion’s domestic abundance of natural Kerosene
gas means American customers pay L

a fraction of what customers pay for Electricity

other energy sources here at home

and see significant savings compared to energy costs
globally. Our industry invests $91 million every day
to ensure our vast modern delivery infrastructure
provides the reliability Americans expect.”

AGA analysis shows that households that use natu-
ral gas for heating, cooking and clothes drying save

No. 2 Heating Oil

an average of $1,068 per year compared to homes
using electricity for those applications. Natural gas
is projected to be half to one-third the price of

other fuels through 2050. This affordability is en-
hanced by successes in energy efficiency. The typical
residential natural gas consumer has cut their aver-
age fuel use by half since 1970, even as homes have
become larger. This is the result
of steady improvements in

$13.97 building and appliance energy
$28.36 efficiency, and the positive im-

' pacts of gas utility energy effi-
$32.62 ciency programs, and other

' measures that have contributed
$33.52 to steady improvements in en-

ergy efficiency.

$46.19 “Natural gas is responsible for

61 percent of cumulative CO2
emissions reductions from the U.S. power sector
since 2005, according to other analysis from the En-
ergy Information Administration.” Harbert said.
“This data from DOE underscores how crucial natu-
ral gas is for reducing emissions while keeping pric-

es affordable for customers and preserving lifesaving
reliability.”

Blue Flame Lodge — Exciting new
Features and Exhibitors

Record numbers of people have been going through
the Blue Flame Lodge this year.

Thank you to MN Energy Resources, CenterPoint
Energy and Xcel Energy for contributing give-aways
for people walking through the door. To compli-
ment the new Water Bottle Filler, Blue Flame Lodge
purchased water bottles to give away to thirsty fair-
goers.

New features at the Lodge include a gas table; a gas
water/fire bowl; a hot tub and gas pool water heater
from Superior Landscape & Irrigation. JJ Morgan
contributed to the new front with two Bromic Heat-
ers to add a warm touch around the hot tub.

One of the most significant changes to the Lodge
this year was the “west wing”. Service Today! put a
lot of time, money and resources into improving that
space in addition to installing three new air condi-
tioners in the Lodge. Thank you!
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Gopher State
One Call con-
tinues to give
away the treas-
ured and much
S sought-after

& “yard

M stick”. They
 haven’t run out
of yard
sticks.....yet.

The Bryant exhibit had Nordie come visit in person
as well as in cardboard with Wild player Marcus Fo-
ligno. Cardboard Marcus took a walk around the
Fair, but hopefully will make his way back to the
Lodge.

The Water Bottle Filler continues to be a draw to the
Lodge with over 7000 “bottles saved” — that’s a lot of
people walking through the doors.

Stay tuned for a State Fair Blue Flame wrap up in
the following weeks.



http://www.blueflame.org
mailto:ahenkel@blueflame.org
http://www.mmsend1.com/link.cfm?r=Qbo7N9aXy-JtuSXhje-Hpw~~&pe=EwZGMVKyaMLQa4BjiD8lQF0AmK56GnT66rZ0WweY8A86ZtEoK9fK1vrXB0coNMRXsy2AF5BXE9JSr_R4uu9Tug~~&t=9bioWpimKuvVxsZAJP3KZA~~
http://www.mmsend1.com/link.cfm?r=Qbo7N9aXy-JtuSXhje-Hpw~~&pe=EwZGMVKyaMLQa4BjiD8lQF0AmK56GnT66rZ0WweY8A86ZtEoK9fK1vrXB0coNMRXsy2AF5BXE9JSr_R4uu9Tug~~&t=9bioWpimKuvVxsZAJP3KZA~~
http://www.mmsend1.com/link.cfm?r=Qbo7N9aXy-JtuSXhje-Hpw~~&pe=EwZGMVKyaMLQa4BjiD8lQF0AmK56GnT66rZ0WweY8A86ZtEoK9fK1vrXB0coNMRXsy2AF5BXE9JSr_R4uu9Tug~~&t=9bioWpimKuvVxsZAJP3KZA~~
http://www.mmsend1.com/link.cfm?r=Qbo7N9aXy-JtuSXhje-Hpw~~&pe=DHfk3KKeUHOoNNGJ9oFZnbPTqTVmrZYKvHR4r2JqMSs19ewDMjsxva1Mrc_5MGqoKeeFF3_ofbC0APmMJ8Ivbg~~&t=9bioWpimKuvVxsZAJP3KZA~~

Minnesota Blue Flame Gas Association | 3

Membership
Directory

Watch you mail for the 2023 —
2024 Membership Directory.
It’s being sent to the printers
and should hit your mailbox-
es shortly.

Upcoming Events

Wednesday, September 19, 2023
Blue Flame Fishing Event — Mille Lacs Lake

Thursday, June 13, 2023
Blue Flame Golf Event — Cannon Golf Club

Thursday, Aug. 22-Labor Day, Monday Sept. 2, 2024

Blue Flame Fishing Event
September 19, 2023

Register Now and Learn about Sponsorship
Opportunities —

The 2023 Blue Flame Fishing Event is a great opportunity
to get additional exposure to colleagues.
Blue Flame Sponsorship

¢E:... Opportunities

Support Blue Flame while promoting your company
through our sponsorship options.

Walleye Sponsor $2,000
« 2-Three Person Guided Boats
for Si

Northern Sponsor $1,200
« 1-Three Person Guided Boat

in Social Media Posts
ieces  + Logo on Electronic Promotional Pieces
« Listing on Printed Materials

Blue Flame
Fishing Event
Sponsorships

BECOME A SPONSOR TODAY!

Bait Sponsor $600

« Signage on Box Lunches and at Dinner

« Listing on Printed Materials

Raffle Prize Opportunity
Consider bringing an item or cash to donate as a prize to the event
« Recognition at the Event

NITTI'S HUNTER POINT RESORT —
MILLE LACS LAKE

For more sponsorship information contact
Annette Henkel at (612) 720-7681 or ahenkel@blueflame.org

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2023

Blue Flame Lodge at the MN State Fair

2023 Blue Flame Board
of Directors

Todd Berreman................ CenterPoint Energy

Paul Bertucci ................... Franklin Energy

Tom Danley........oeeeeee.... Harris Company

Rob Gleason, Vice Pres. .. Austin Utilities
JimHoch....ccccooeinnnnnnn. Standby Systemes, Inc.

Scott Hults.........cooueeennnne. Xcel Energy

Joe Mozeika .....ccccovuueennnn. Mulcahy Company

Greg Olson, President..... Auer Steel and Heating Supply
Megan Stock ................... MDU/Great Plains Natural Gas
g ol KoY [o IR Encore Energy Services

Shawn Walls, Sec.-Treas. MN Energy Resources Corp.
Annette Henkel, Ex. Dir... MN Blue Flame Gas Assn.

“September tries
its best to have
forget ; ’

mmerr.
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Let us know...

If you have something to submit or an address
change.

If you would like to submit information to be considered
for the next member newsletter or have an address
change, contact Annette at ahenkel@blueflame.org

ahenkel@blueflame.org
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FRGNTIER
energy

Matt Haley

Vice President
FrontierEnergy, Inc.
MHaley@FrontierEnergy.com
612.598.8743

7935 Stone Creek Dr. Chanhassen
Suite 140 MN 55317

FrontierEnergy.com

TOM DANLEY

VP, SERVICE + BUILDING AUTOMATION

|5| HARRIS

¢: 651.602.6663 0: 612.363.3200
EMERGENCY SERVICE: 651.602.6606

e: tdanley@harriscompany.com

BOILERS / HEATING SYSTEM COMPONENTS

RYAN COMPANY, INC.

3361 Republic Avenue « Saint Louis Park, Minnesota 55426
Bus.:(952)915-6475 « 1(800) 966-9058 « Fax:{952)915-6480
Mobile: (612)803-1660 « Direct: (952)767-7063
email: matt@ryancompanyinc.com « www.ryancompanyinc.com

@9 GREATER MINNESOTA
GAS

Changing-Lives-with-EnergyT
Providing-Natural-Gas-to-Rural-Minnesota-Since-19951
T
1900-Cardinal-Lane,-Faribault,-MN-55021-1
Call-888.931.3411--|-Website:-www.greatermngas.comT

1

651-686-8580

O
8 MULCAHY

mulcahyco.com

INDUSTRY INNOVATION THROUGH

HEATING & DOMESTIC
WATER SOLUTIONS

As a leading manufacturer's representative in the Upper
Midwest, Mulcahy offers a superior combination of
training, dedicated staff, and a broad product portfolio.

ABB  Beifme R Lochinvar

]
&%@
Gas Y
PO Box 306

Bird Island, MN 55310-0306
P: (320) 365-4400

E: mjs@sheehansgas.com

W: www.sheehansgas.com

Blue Flame Advertising Opportunities

BLUE
Support the Association and the Industry while reaching hundreds of FLame Eagan, MN 55122
natural gas industry professionals. Assaciation

Contact us to let us know which Advertising Opportunities you would like
to take advantage of including the next addition of the
Association Newsletter. Contact Annette at ahenkel@blueflame.org
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