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The State of America’s Natural Gas Utilities is 
Strong – AGA Sets the Facts Straight 
The American Gas Association released its 2022 Play-
book, bringing much needed clarity to the debate about 
our energy future in the U.S. Nearly 187 million Ameri-
cans and 5.5 million businesses use natural gas because 
it is affordable, reliable, safe and 
essential to improving our environ-
ment. America’s natural gas utilities 
are innovative and committed to 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
through new and modernized infra-
structure and advanced technolo-
gies that maintain reliable, resilient 
and affordable energy service choic-
es for consumers. 
 
“There is a critical conversation tak-
ing place in the United States about 
our energy future and we owe it to 
the American people, more than 
half of whom use natural gas in 
their homes, to have an honest, fact
-based discussion,” said AGA Presi-
dent and CEO Karen Harbert. Our 
nation’s domestic supply of natural 
gas and reliable delivery system 
provide stability and certainty for 
Americans and insulate us from chaos and volatility 
across the globe.” 
 
Natural Gas is Affordable: Households that use natural 
gas for heating, cooking and clothes drying save an aver-
age of $1,041 per year compared to homes using elec-
tricity for those applications, an 18% increase since the 
publication of the 2021 AGA Playbook. 
 

Natural Gas is Reliable: Unplanned outages affect about 
1 in 800 natural gas customers per year while electric 
distribution systems have an average of one outage per 
year per customer. 

 
Natural Gas is Essential to Improv-
ing Our Environment: Emissions 
from the natural gas distribution 
system have declined 69 percent 
since 1990. Natural gas efficiency 
and the growth of renewable energy 
have led to energy related carbon 
dioxide emissions hitting 30-year 
lows. 
 
America’s Natural Gas Utilities are 
Innovative, investing $125 million 
to advance low- and zero carbon 
energy technologies and reduce 
emissions. There are nearly 500 RNG 
facilities in operation or planned in 
North America today, most of which 
are connected to the natural gas 
delivery system. There are more 
than 25 states or provinces where 
utilities are actively engaged in  

hydrogen research, testing or projects. 
 
 

 You can read the entire 2022 
AGA Playbook at  

playbook.aga.org 
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Space Available! 

Here is your chance to connect with thousands of  
potential customers in a fun, relaxed setting. 
 
Exhibit in the Blue Flame Lodge at the Minnesota 
State Fair.  
• Great location 
• Free Water 
• Private Restroom 
• Fun giveaways sponsored by the Lodge 
• New marketing initiatives 
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Membership Directory 
The Minnesota Blue Flame Gas Association has partnered again with E&M 
Consulting, Inc. to produce our Membership Directory & Resource Guide. 
The publication will be available in both print and digital formats.   

E&M will be contacting all members about the advertising opportunities 
available.  The publication will be mailed to every member in November – a 
great opportunity to promote and give your company additional expo-
sure.  As always, your support is greatly appreciated! 

Commercial/Industrial Energy 
Conservation Conference 

 
Join other industry experts at the Blue Flame Commercial/
Industrial Conference. Keynote speakers from the Minnesota 
Department of Commerce and the American Gas Association will 
talk about the industry here and nationwide. 
 
Learn from panelists in breakout sessions about water heaters, 
commercial kitchen cost-saving techniques and the updated  
Triennial Plans from Minnesota’s utilities. 

REGISTRATION FEES 

$75 Members/$100 Non-Members 
 

REGISTER AT:  www.blueflame.org 
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Interested in Joining the  
Association 

 

Associate member dues are $200 per year. Join the 
team now! 

 

Benefits to Joining: 
• Networking Opportunities 
• Industry Contacts 
• Advertising Opportunities  
• Member rates for Association events 
• Opportunity to exhibit at the State Fair 
 

CONTACT AHENKEL@BLUEFLAME.ORG 
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Let us know... 
 

If you have something to submit or an address 
change. 

 

If you would like to submit information to be considered 
for the next member newsletter or have an address 
change, contact Annette at ahenkel@blueflame.org 

Upcoming Events 

 

Tuesday, April 12, 2022 
Commercial/Industrial Conference — The Mermaid, 
Mounds View 
 

Thursday, June 16, 2022 
Blue Flame Golf Event — Cannon Falls Golf Club 
 

Thursday, Aug. 25-Labor Day, Monday Sept. 5, 2022 
Blue Flame Lodge at the MN State Fair 
 

Wednesday, September 7, 2022 
Blue Flame Fishing Event — Mille Lacs Lake 

 

The 2022 Blue Flame Golf Event is a great opportunity  
to get additional exposure to colleagues.  

Quote of the Quarter 

2022 Blue Flame Board  
of Directors 

 

Todd Berreman ............... CenterPoint Energy 
Paul Bertucci ................... Franklin Energy 
Tom Danley..................... Harris Company 
Rob Gleason, Vice Pres.... Austin Utilities 
Torre Heiland .................. Xcel Energy 
Jim Hoch ......................... Standby Systems, Inc. 
Joe Mozeika .................... Mulcahy Company 
Greg Olson, President ..... Auer Steel and Heating Supply 
Megan Stock ................... MDU/Great Plains Natural Gas 
Shawn Walls, Sec.-Treas. . MN Energy Resources Corp. 
Annette Henkel, Ex. Dir. .. MN Blue Flame Gas Assn. 
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Blue Flame Advertising Opportunities 

Support the Association and the Industry while reaching hundreds of  
natural gas industry professionals.  

 Contact us to let us know which Advertising Opportunities you would like 
to take advantage of including the next addition of the  

Association Newsletter.  Contact Annette at ahenkel@blueflame.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 204 Industrial Park Road | Lakefield, MN 56150 

T 800-253-4904  D 507-662-6820 

W www.kozyheat.com  

 

2685-145th St W 
Rosemount, MN 55068 
P: 651.322.8912 
E: shawn.walls@minnesotaenergyresources.com 
W: www.minnesotaenergyresources.com 

 

8190 - 215th St W 
Lakeville, MN  55044 

P: (952) 469-2800 
E: sdockendorf@gonpl.com 

W: www.gonpl.com 

 

7145 Boone Ave N, 200B 
Brooklyn Park, MN  55428 

P: 763.473.4640 
E: bhauck@rmcotton.com 

W: www.rmcotton.com 

 

PO Box 306 
Bird Island, MN 55310-0306 
P: (320) 365-4400 
E: mjs@sheehansgas.com 
W: www.sheehansgas.com 
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